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Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society
P. O.  Box 246

Oxnard, CA 93032

Web address: www.oxnardgem.com

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society is a non-profit organization formed to increase our knowledge in geology, 
mineralogy and other such related fields in the earth sciences.  We classify, cut, grind and polish rocks and minerals for 
our personal collections and to display at club shows.  We learn from each other through club speakers, programs and 
monthly fieldtrips.  We co-operate with other clubs to encourage others to participate in our activity.  

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the State of California Federation of Mineralogical Society and the 
National Federation of Mineralogical Society.

Meeting held:     1st Wednesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. Potlucks: 6:30 P.M.
Place:     Performing Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way, Oxnard, CA (Thousand Oaks Room)

Dues:     $15.00 per adult; $2.00 per junior member (age 12 to 18 years)    

OGMS Officers for 2009

President Kay Hara kharaftdoc@aol.com W 525-5415, H 525-7634
1st Vice President (Programs) Brett Johnson bj9709@yahoo.com 822-3836
2nd Vice President (Show) Norb Kinsler 644-6450
3rd Vice President (Field trips) Ron Wise clintwise@hotmail.com 647-4393
Recording Secretary Lee Leighton ameritus@sbcglobal.net 647-4594
Treasurer Stephanie Hagiwara purplehawk@hotmail.com 986-2006

Appointed Standing Committee Chairs

Classes: Silversmithing & Casting: Nancy Bogart, Albert Rubio & Jean Smith
Lapidary, Opal & Wirewrap: Kay Hara, Dan Gealy, Brett Johnson & Don Minster
Location: Durley Park, 950 West Hill Street, Oxnard, CA 93030

The z…..

Corresponding Secretary Louisa Carey big_L76@yahoo.com (503) 309-6147
Displays/Exhibits Brett Johnson bj9709@yahoo.com 822-3836
Editor Miriam Tetreault editor_ogms@roadrunner.com 642-5779
Education Director Donna Knapton dknapton@hotmail.com 647-8762
Federation Director Jim Brace-Thompson jbraceth@roadrunner.com 659-3577
Historian Open
Hospitality Louisa Carey big_L76@yahoo.com (503) 309-6147
Librarian Karen Bialobreski (707) 648-7634
Member at Large Miriam Tetreault editor_ogms@roadrunner.com 642-5779
Membership Secretary Anne Lewis 485-6356
Public Relations Norb Tackman ntack@sbcglobal.net 647-2538
Parliamentarian Miriam Tetreault editor_ogms@roadrunner.com 642-5779
Refreshments Louisa Carey big_L76@yahoo.com (503) 309-6147
Sergeant at Arms Larry Knapton dknapton@hotmail.com 647-8762
Ways & Means Jean Wise 647-4393

Editor: All members are encouraged to offer an article of interest or any suggestions as to what their 
interests are and what they’d like to see in the Rock Bag.  Remember it is your bulletin!  Articles can 
be submitted by an e-mail attachment or in writing by the 2nd Wednesday of the month.   
Thanks, Miriam
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The Prez sez…
Hello fellow rockhounds!

Wasn't that a great presentation on meteorites by 2nd VP Brett Johnson last meeting!   Nice to know we collect
stuff from heaven and earth; wouldn't it be great to collect meteorites in Antarctica that are from Mars?

Our next program hosted by Brett is our traditional member-donated silent auction. It should be a good one if 
those who collected rocks from my former friend Bill Harris' house share some their rocks at the auction.  By 
the way, Earl Harris, Bill's son will sell Bill's vast rock collection for a dollar a pound about every first weekend 
of the coming months to society members only.

If you're new to rock collecting and to the society, what a great way to start a collection by going to our silent 
auction. You'll have a great opportunity to get good stuff at very low prices-- things that you would pay much 
more for at a show or a dealer.  Of course if you're adventurous you can go collecting for your self on the 
society's field trips. The neat thing about collecting is that the Society has numerous classes that can teach you 
how to convert your rocks into beautiful jewelry.

So plan to come to the next meeting and put your bid on some great specimens donated by your fellow members 
and enjoy and pal around with them. See you there!            ~ Kay

Program

On Wed., September 2nd, we will be having our Member Sponsored Silent Auction. Once again, you are 
encouraged to bring some of your treasures to donate to the Auction.  Bring your extra minerals, spare 
cabochons, miscellaneous jewelry, assorted fossils, rough stone that need some work, slabs ready for cabbing, 
and other gems of plenty.  The Auction will start at 7:45pm; after the announcements and guest greetings. It will 
continue for most of the evening until the end is called.  So bring as many of your donations and plenty of cash 
(small bills, please), because you never know what might be on the table.          ~ Brett - VP-OGMS

Show News

At our last general meeting a brief status on preparations for the Gem Show in November was given.  A fair 
showing of hands was given on who will be available to help set up.  I sure would like to see a few more people 
come forward in this area.  My name and phone number is in the club roster.  If you were not in attendance at 
the meeting and can help Friday, November the 20th, please give me a call.  Set up time starts at about 9:00 am.

~ Norb Kinsler - Show Chair

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 5, 2009
General Membership Meeting

Call to Order: President Kay Hara called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

FREE!!!       CASE             FREE!!!

A  48” x 24” x 24” case wants a home!   Call Jack Lewis for particulars at (805) 485-6356
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Hospitality: We had 18 members present.  There were 6 guests: Philip Veronica, David Rodriquez, 
Rob Sankovich, Maria Mondragon, Carol Drescher & Jeff Miller.

Evening Program: Brett presented an interesting program on meteorites.  He showed a brief video, then 
discussed the subject while using his many specimens.  It was interesting to know that 
most of the meteors arrive as dust.  He suggested while in the field you use a good 
magnet, rock hammer and small rake. 

Minutes: The minutes were approved as printed in the Rock Bag.
Correspondence: Show flyers on display.
Old business: Still working on the scholarship with Ventura College, possibly Mark Burnell recipient.

Oxnard College will keep our $500 until next year and try to implement it there again.
Steve Grayson was notified to change the address for his Sam’s Club membership, as we 
no longer use it.  CFMS raffle tickets are still available for Camp Paradise.

Program: The semi-annual silent auction will be held.  Bring some goodies that you think someone
would like to buy.  Also it is a good time to purchase rocks, cheaper that a field trip!

Education: Activity will restart when school opens.  Simi Valley boxes are ready for delivery.
Ways & Means: Badge: Jack Lewis; Members: Jim Brace-Thompson, Jeff Miller, Jane Stowe, Frank 

Boulch, Richard Cronin & Carole Drescher.  Collected: $ 27.00.
Refreshments: September goodies: Carol Drescher & Louisa Carey.  Thank you!!!
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.             ~ Miriam Tetreault, Acting Secretary

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 12, 2009
Board of Directors Meeting

Call to Order:            President Kay Hara called the meeting to order at 7:30P.M. 
Minutes:                    The minutes were approved as written        
Membership:            We have 74 paid members at this time. Follow-up on new members is essential.          
Treasurer:               We are solvent. Income and expenses were discussed. A motion was passed to pay the

bills.
Correspondence:      A thank you was received from CFMS for a $25 donation. Club pins were discussed. A

motion was passed to buy 250 pins.
Hospitality:                Three membership applications were discussed.  A motion was passed to accept David

Rodriguez, Maria Mondragon, and Carol Drescher as new members.
Old Business:            Getting supplies for the students was discussed. Kay Hara discussed two calls from

people who wanted to sell equipment. Items are available again for sale in Santa Paula.
Prices and times are being determined. Liability forms for the classes need to be printed.
Don Minster will work on this. Wheels for the Genies were discussed.

New Business:          Marjorie Frey has donated a nice selection of fine silver ingots to the club. More 
                                   discussion/investigation is needed to determine their worth. President Hara and several

other club members are going to Ketts coin castle for information. Some rock specimens
were given to Ann for the silent auction.

Officer Reports:       1st Vice President: The Silent Auction is next month. The December entertainment for 
the Pot Luck was discussed. Talk to Brett about Mr. Zzyzx being on our web site.

                                   2nd Vice President: There was a Show Meeting tonight. 
                                    3rd Vice President: See field trip info is in the Rock Bag.
Federation:                Camp Paradise tickets were discussed. Postage problems on large mailings were 

discussed. The All-American club was discussed.
Education:                 The Rock Box program goal is Sept 1st. The book program is advancing well.
Classes:                      The classes are on schedule
Adjourned:               The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 by President Hara.  ~ Lee Leighton, Recording Sec.

                                                                     



September 2009 The Rock Bag Page 5

                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                  
                                               

FIELDTRIPS

Field trips done:  July 11th Sat. 9am. Oak Park

We had a great turn out for Oak Park petrified 
wood, there were 36 rockhounds from several clubs 
searching for wood.  From Conejo: Juanie, Woody, 
Jacob & Michael Walker, Jeff Miller, Sal & Mitty 
Scarpato, Manny Valdez, Barney Desimone and his 
friend Don Madden, Karla & Travis Bouck, Kyle, 
Zachary Mahon, Angela, Dan, Michael, James Jee, 
Luke, Wes, Carla Reitz, Joe & G Dee Le's,  Branden 
Heaton, Jacob Lusk, Geoffrey, Ralph Rotondo, Lina 
Cousineau, Justin Fenwick; Ventura: Ron & Jean 
Wise, Lee Anderson, Abe & Esther Bar-Shai.  I took 
the names off my field trip waiver list, some names I 
couldn't read so I apologize for any incorrect 
spelling.

The sun was out, not too hot, we hiked up the 
hill and spread out. I think most people found some 
wood.  I found 2 pieces, of about the size of a golf 
ball, the other smaller.  I saw several nice specimens 

that others were finding.  Some nice pieces were found.  I've attached a photo of the rockhounds, Sal Scarpato 
took the photo.

Field trips done:  Aug 1st   Jade Cove

We had a fun field trip, over 30 rockhounds showed up, some camping, others for the day. Deb and I arrived 
Wed and stayed to Sat. The weather was overall cool, getting warmer by the weekend. The ocean was calmer 
this time of year, but there was a lot more kelp on shore so it was harder to dig in the shore. Most people found 
some nice pieces. Jeff Miller from the Conejo Club dove for the jade and found some nice specimens. I'll bring 
mine into the upcoming club meetings. Sat we had a pot luck dinner sharing it with the Channel Islands Dive 
club. There was a lot of great food. I had some of my non rockhound friends camping with Deb and I, we hand 
drummed Sat evening around the campfire. The surprising thing was that when Deb and I arrived Wed, the 
campground was full. We had reserved our campsite months before, then in the following day I got sites for 
others that were still driving up, but hadn't reserved campsites. It all worked out. Next year when I know the 
date for Jade Cove I will send it out so you can reserve a site before hand, then I'll send the details for the field 
trip when it gets closer. Conejo: Deb and I, Mike, Diane, Brian, Greg Miller, Kevin & Diane Grizard. Jeff 
Miller, Phillip & Jeanette Veronica, Maddie, & Daniela Gutterrez, Angela, James & Michael Jee, Joel Roush, 
Linda Barrozo, Juanie, Woodrow, Jacob & Michael Walker, Manny Valdez, Donna & Shel Ewald; Oxnard: 
Brett Johnson & Brett Bednorz, Norb Kinsler, Ralph Rotondo & Lina Cousineau; Ventura:  Frank Boulch, Lisa, 
Chris, Destiny & Johnathan Lopez and not sure which club Justin Fenwick. Thanks for coming and making it a 
fun trip.

Welcome new members: David Rodriquez, Carol Drescher & Maria Mondragon



September 2009 The Rock Bag Page 6

September 26th Sat. 9:00 am   Ojai Sand Dollar Fossils

Pine Mountain area: we will be looking for sand dollar, oyster fossils & gypsum.  The sand dollars are the size 
of a dime to a quarter, smaller than the Somis sand dollars.  They can be found along the service road in road 
cuts and in the ravine below. The oysters are in the same area. The gypsum is close by in seams 1/4” to 1” some 
with nice clarity. We will be parking along Hwy 33 and then walking in. It’s a dirt service road, Gypsum Mine 
road, all up hill 1.5. This might not be a good field trip for little kids or if you can’t walk long distances. The 
good news is it’s all downhill when we leave. Bring water and a hat. It should be nice weather this time of year, 
but it can be hot or cool.  You will need an Adventure pass to park along Hwy 33/Los Padres National Forest, 
you can get a yearly $30 or $5 day pass.  You can buy them locally at Big 5 and Sport Chalet, call first. You can 
buy them online http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ap/
Directions: NORTH on US-101, to Ventura, EXIT onto Hwy 33 toward Ojai. Continue on Hwy 33 toward Ojai 
for about 11 miles, Turn LEFT onto Baldwin Road/Hwy 150 (toward Lake Casitas/Santa Barbara).  Go .3 mile,
Turn RIGHT onto La Luna Ave. (second road on right) and drive NORTH for about 2 miles. At crest of road 
(third stop sign), turn LEFT onto Maricopa Hwy / Hwy 33 (WATCH FOR CROSS TRAFFIC).  Continue 
NORTH on Maricopa Hwy for about 28 miles, watch for turn-outs on both side of road. You will see my white 
Ford F-250 truck with a CGMC sign. This is where we will park then walk 1.5 miles up Gypsum Mine road / 
Forest Route 6NO6 to the area to collect. I would suggest carpooling if you can. It’s 41.2 miles from 101/33 to 
pullout/parking.
Meeting: Saturday Afternoon, September 26th 2009, 9am. We will meet at the pull out before the hike. There 
will be a short briefing of the site.  Please remember to sign the release form to participate in the field trip. This 
is an easy access, but up hill walk you might find fragments along the ravine and creek near where will be 
parking, but the best stuff is up the hill.
Tools: Collecting bags, buckets, day pack, digging tools, rock pick, pry bar, eye protection, gloves, shovel, 
wide brimmed hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, sturdy shoes, newspaper for wrapping fossils. Drinking water, lunch 
or snacks.
Links: Recreation Fees Southern California http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ap/maps/index.shtml
Adventure pass information http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ap/welcome.shtml
Purchase pass http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/ap/

Upcoming Field Trips 2009:

The field trips listed below are tentative, they might change. All are Tri Club field trip with either: Conejo, 
Oxnard or Ventura leading. Each month there will be information in the bulletin, and a flyer/map at the club 
meeting.
October- Trona Gem O Rama, Pink Halite, Hanksite
October- Bishop area Ammonites fossils or minerals and crystals
November- Somis Fossils, Sand dollar, Clams, Gastropod fossils
November- Wiley's Well, Geodes, Nodules, Chalcedony, Petrified Iron Wood, Agate
December- Ant Hill, Shark Teeth Fossils

Please let us know if you are going to go on the field trip. The weather can change, if we don’t know your’re 
going we won’t be able to contact you if the field trip is cancelled. There will be maps and flyers at the club 
meetings.  There are still people who show up for the field trip without notifying Mike or I, you can still be part 
of the field trip, but it is important that you let us know your going to attend. Please let us know if your going to 
attend, e-mail or call us.  I have new truck, it's a white Ford F250 four wheel drive, crew cab, if your looking for 
me, look for my truck.
Contacts: Robert Sankovich Conejo/Ventura Clubs 805-494-7734,  rmsorca@adelphia.net
Mike Miller  Conejo Club 805-498-9586, rockfndr@att.net
Ron Wise, Ventura/Oxnard Clubs,  805-794-0737 clintwise@hotmail.com
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The Field Trip e-mail list is working, members have current, new information as I finish it. I get field trip 
information from other clubs at different times during the month, some with to short of notice for me to put in 
our bulletin. I will send direct monthly information, maps on club field trips, and updates on weather, other last 
minute factors that can affect field trips.  If you want to sign up, no e-mail addresses will be printed, posted 
anywhere. Send me your e-mail addresses to mine below. I also updated the field trip information on the Conejo 
web site www.cgmac.org. The information is current and I'll keep updating as I add field trips. 2009 has been 
nice, good weather. Now is a good time to go on field trips, it will get cooler as the month's go by. There's going 
to be a field trips for everyone, we'll have some close to home, and out of state trips, easy and harder field trips 
requiring chisels & sledges, hopefully something for everyone.  Were getting bigger turnouts for field trips, the 
September field trip to Ojai is mostly an easy field trip except the walk up hill 1.5 miles. I will look into it and 
see if I can get the key to the gate from the forest ranger, but I doubt I will get it, it used to be a lock 
combination and you could get the combo.  I am open to any places members are interested in. I'm always 
researching sites. Most of the time I make sure I check out the sites, so when it finally becomes a field trip it can 
take time. This time of year the weather can change so make sure I know you will be going, this applies to all 
field trips. Check out the website for updates. As the weather cools down we will be heading out to the 
desert for collecting. Field trips are fun and you will find some nice specimens and make new friends. I find 
most people on field trips are friendly and nice willing to share in their knowledge and experiences. I finally did 
sort through my gravel from the Spokane mine that I got up in Helena Montana. I found several sapphires, one 
about 10 carets. I would like to facet it in the future.  See you there.
   ~ Robert Sankovich VP Field Trips Conejo/Ventura Clubs

    rmsorca@adelphia.net  805-494-7734

September 2009
Monthly Planner
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