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Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society

P. O. Box 246
Oxnard, CA 93032

Web address: www.oxnardgem.com

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society is a non-profit organization formed to increase our knowledge in geology,
mineralogy and other such related fields in the earth sciences. We classify, cut, grind and polish rocks and minerals for
our personal collections and to display at club shows. We learn from each other through club speakers, programs and
monthly fieldtrips. We co-operate with other clubs to encourage others to participate in our activity.

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the State of California Federation of Mineralogical Society and the
National Federation of Mineralogical Society.

Meeting held:  1* Wednesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. Potlucks: 6:30 P.M.
Place: Performing Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way, Oxnard, CA (Thousand Oaks Room)

Dues:  $15.00 per adult; $2.00 per junior member (age 12 to 18 years)

OGMS Officers for 2010

President Louisa Carey big L76@yahoo.com (503) 309-6147
1™ Vice President (Programs) Brett Johnson bj9709@yahoo.com 822-3836
2"Vice President (Show) Norb Kinsler 644-6450
3" Vice President (Field trips) Ron Wise clintwise@hotmail.com 647-4393
Recording Secretary Lee Leighton ameritus@sbcglobal.net 647-4594
Treasurer Stephanie Hagiwara purplehawk@hotmail.com 986-2006

Appointed Standing Committee Chairs

Corresponding Secretary

Louisa Carey

big L76(@yahoo.com

(503) 309-6147

Displays/Exhibits Brett Johnson bj9709@yahoo.com 822-3836
Editor Miriam Tetreault mtetreault@roadrunner.com 642-5779
Education Director Donna Knapton dknapton@hotmail.com 647-8762
Federation Director Jim Brace-Thompson  jbraceth@roadrunner.com 659-3577

Historian Open

Hospitality Carol Drescher

Librarian Abe Bar-Shai (818) 991-7735
Member at Large Kay Hara kharaftdoc@aol.com W 525-5415,H 525-7634
Membership Secretary Anne Lewis 485-6356
Public Relations Norb Tackman ntack@sbcglobal.net 647-2538
Parliamentarian Lee Leighton ameritus@sbcglobal.net 647-4594
Refreshments Laura Driskell 485-2983
Sergeant at Arms Larry Knapton dknapton@hotmail.com 647-8762
Ways & Means Jean Wise 647-4393
Classes: Silversmithing & Casting: Nancy Bogart, Albert Rubio & Jean Smith

Lapidary, Opal & Wirewrap:

Location:

Kay Hara, Dan Gealy, Brett Johnson & Don Minster

Durley Park, 950 West Hill Street, Oxnard, CA 93030

Thanks, Editor

Editor: All members are encouraged to offer an article of interest or any suggestions as to what their
interests are and what they’d like to see in the Rock Bag. Remember it is your bulletin! Articles can
be submitted by an e-mail attachment or in writing by the 2" Wednesday of the month.
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***Due to the Editor being out of town, this issue will be for both May & June.

MAY PROGRAM

Due to the many and recent earthquakes, I thought this would be a good time to have a discussion on
Earthquakes. On May 5th, at 7:30 pm, Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society will present a video of the 100th
anniversary of the Great San Francisco Earthquake of 1906. The video, titled “Shock Waves, One Hundred
Years after the 1906 Earthquake™ gives an in-depth view and history of earthquake science, shows how
engineering and science have evolved to address threats from future quakes, and explain exactly what happened
following the 1906 Great San Francisco earthquake.

Come join us for the history, meaning, and wonder of earthquakes. The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm in the
Thousand Oaks room of the Oxnard Performing Art Convention Center on May 5th. Before the Presentation,
there will be some brief announcements and guest greetings. Afterwards, we can enjoy refreshments and an
evening fellowship.

Looking forward to seeing you, Brett, VP-OGMS

JUNE PROGRAM

Our summer potluck will be the activity for the June 2nd general meeting. As we will have a special return of
Fred and Charlotte Ward in July, the annual potluck will be held this June.

Remember, this potluck will start one hour (6:30pm) earlier than our normal meeting time. Bring your favorite
dish, enough for four persons as everyone can get a small sample of every dish brought. Every type of meal is
recommended: salad, pasta, fruits, vegetables, hot and cold foods, sweets. You decide what to share. Also be
sure to bring your own table service and a good appetite.

We will have a good time, enjoy wonderful food, and catching up on each others current endeavors. See you at
6:30pm on June 2nd and bring your appetite, Brett, VP-OGMS

MINUTES OF THE APRIL7, 2010
General Membership Meeting

Call to Order: President Louisa Carey called the meeting to order at 7:30P.M.

Moment of Silence: The club observed a moment of silence in memory of Lois Allmen.

Minutes: The minutes were approved as written.

Membership: We have 70 paid members at this time. The rosters are ready. Don’t wait! Get one now.

Hospitality: There were 31 members and 5 guests present. The guests were: Ellen Butler, Claudia
Mitchell, Paulette Mirales, Marian Williams and Gloria Blackwood.

Treasurer: We are solvent.

Correspondence: Show notices and ads were put out on the table.

Silent Auction: The Program tonight was a Member-Sponsored Silent Auction. The auction was very
Successful, it brought in $407.

Business: New and Old Business was rescheduled for the Silent Auction.

Officer Reports: 2ndVP- There was a Show meeting tonight. The Country Store is going to need your
help. Donations will be needed, as well as volunteers.
3" VP- See the Rock Bag for field trips.
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The CFMS show is in June. Applications are available. Show space is limited.
Presentation forms are also available. Land Bills are coming up. Representatives are
being spoken too.
Submit articles for publication.
In March, 211 books were donated to Ventura County Schools. That was one book for
each school. Donna is working on a grant to finance the 2010 donation project. The
books have been purchased for the project, but the Club it awaiting a grant for
reimbursement of monies spent.
Plenty of fluorite has been received from members for the display.
In Silversmithing, people are signing up for the class and not showing up. Prepayment
of fees would end that. Albert is doing an advanced class. Instructors are making plans
for next year. The Lapidary classes are doing well. The Opal class has 2 new people.
A motion was passed to donate a portion of the proceeds of the silent auction to the
Endowment Fund in Lois Allmen’s name. The Executive Board will handle the details.
The refreshments in May will be done by Louisa and Donna.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M. by President Louisa Carey.

~ Lee Leighton, Recording Secretary

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 14, 2010
Board of Directors Meeting

President Louisa Carey called the meeting to order at 7:30P.M.

The Minutes were approved as written

We have 70 paid members at this time. A motion was passed to accept 3 new members:
John and Diane Cook, and Paulette Mirales. Phillip Veronica and his son were
discussed. Abe needs a new badge.

We are solvent. Income and expenses were discussed. A motion was passed to pay the
bills. The motion passed at the General Membership Meeting about donating a portion of
the Silent Auction proceeds to the Endowment Fund in Lois Allmen’s name was
discussed. Action is pending.

A letter was received from the County Superintendants Office thanking the clubs for the
donated books.

Our scholarship is awaiting a candidate. He/she must be studying Earth Sciences. Kay
Hara will be at the Wheeler Gorge Open House on May 15™ to represent our club. Fliers
and touch-rocks will be available.

Rock Bag articles were discussed. Possible omissions were also discussed. Computer
redplies were also discussed
2" Vice President: There was a Show meeting tonight.

The May and June editions of the Rock Bag will be combined.

The Educational Committee will meet on the 27", Earth day is next week. Donna will be
busy speaking to children at the E.P. Foster Library.

A hit-counter was discussed. Class schedules were discussed.

We are looking forward to seeing the library again. A folding bookshelf was discussed.
The Enameling Class is changing from Tuesday morning to Monday morning. Kay says
the wheels on the Genie’s need to be replaced about every 2 years. There are no
wirewrapping classes in June. The supplies needed for the classes need to be discussed
quarterly by the instructors.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45.

~ Lee Leighton, Recording Secretary
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IN MEMORIAM:
LOIS GLADYS ALLMEN
1916-2010
By Jim Brace-Thompson

With great sadness, but also with great respect and admiration for her many
accomplishments, I pass along news that Lois Allmen, 2004 CFMS President, passed
away peacefully in her home on Sunday, March 28, surrounded by her loving family.
Lois was born in Douglas, Arizona, on May 4, 1916, moving to California in 1926 when
her father was transferred by the Southern Pacific Railroad. (Lois, who became a
physical education teacher, apparently learned to swim in the water tanks used to fill
Southern Pacific trains as they stopped on their journeys across America.)

‘ Lois discovered lapidary work relatively late in her long life while viewing displays during
the 1970s in the gem and mineral building with her husband at the local county fair, then embraced it
with a passion and remained active in our gem and mineral community to the very end. Just a few short
weeks ago, we were helping her put an exhibit of her wonderful silver jewelry work into the Ventura club
show, and despite failing eyesight and hearing, she continued attending and participating in the Oxnard
Gem & Mineral Society membership and board meetings and was still teaching silversmithing classes for
the Oxnard club and community just last year, well into her 90s, a class she had been teaching for the
past 20 years. She loved working with silver and won many awards at gem and mineral shows, as well as
Best of Show at the Ventura County Fair, where she frequently served as a volunteer and judge.

But lapidary work was not her only love. A teacher by profession, she taught both physical education and
Spanish for over 20 years after earning degrees at Ventura College, the University of California-Santa
Barbara, and California Lutheran University. She passed the love of teaching down the generations—one
of her sons became a teacher, and one of her grandsons was my son’s math teacher and must have done
a good job since my son is now engineering major. She and her husband of 65 years, William Henry
Allmen, Sr., also loved travel, journeying throughout Mexico, South America, Australia, New Zealand,
Thailand, China, and Europe. I recently saw a photo of Lois, in her 90’s, atop an elephant in Thailand with
one of her daughters. And she loved music; whether playing the guitar or piano, she could often be heard
singing in her home. A long-time member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, she eventually served as choir
director, and her soprano voice graced many a wedding and other events.

Finally, family was her greatest love. Nancy and I enjoyed a fond journey a couple of years ago, driving
Lois to a CFMS Directors’ Meeting while listening to stories of her family’s colorful history and cast of
characters, a cast that included survivors of the great hurricane and flood that swept away Galveston a
century ago, Civil War actors on both sides of the divide, and even a pirate! Lois related it all with that
characteristic smile and twinkle in her eye. That love of family extended from the past to the future, and
Lois is survived by 6 children, 13 grandchildren, and 19 great-grandchildren, who related loving memories
during her celebration-of-life service. While CFMS members may remember Lois as always composed and
the ultimate in grace, at her memorial service, I heard of the “evil eye” she could cast that would stop any
misbehaving in its tracks. We also heard of the story of when Bill came a-courting at the unusually late
hour of 8:00 PM one evening, asking if Lois was home. “Yes,” said her mother as she came to the door.
“And that’s where you should be!” (She did, it turns out, let him in.)

Lois’s family ask that any donations in her memory be made to either the St. John’s Lutheran Church
Memorial Fund (1500 North “C” Street, Oxnard, CA 93030) and/or the California Federation of
Mineralogical Societies Endowment Fund. I'll always treasure the memory of that characteristic smile and
twinkle in the eye that Lois perpetually maintained. Here’s to the memory of a truly good soul!

~ Jim
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Welcome New Members!

John & Diane Cook Paulette Mireles

Enameling Class has been moved to Monday Nights

The new enameling class has been moved to Monday nights, 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. (It is possible to arrive after
class start time.) Learn to create beautiful pieces of art or jewelry using vitreous enamel. Enamel may be sifted
or painted onto copper or fine silver to create one of a kind unique pieces. The new session will start June 70
and will have a 2 week break at the start of July. Sign up by contacting instructor Jennifer Friedman at 805-
647-1383 or enamel@oxnardgem.com.

Tri Club Fieldtrip
Somis, California
May 8, 2010
Sand Dollars and Clams

We have been able to work out an agreement with Gargiulo Inc. for limited access to the digging area. With
this agreement we will enter the site from Somis Road. If you have been to the fossil site in the past you will
not recognize the area. The entire area is planted with tomatoes. Because of the roads we will be able to drive
closer to the collecting area and remember to use good judgment in the fields so we may return again in the
future.

Directions: From highway 101 take the Lewis Road off ramp and turn left on Lewis Road. Proceed north,
for 3.5 miles, note: Lewis Road changes into Somis Road. You will pass Gargiulo Inc. on the
right side of the road, do not stop there, and look for Ag RX also on the right side of the road.
Somis Rd bends left and you will continue on to the next right turn. Turn right and cross the
tracks and follow the road over the bridge turn right and park.

Meeting: We will meet at the parking area by the bridge at 9:00 am, sign in and then proceed to the
digging area. Please try to arrive at 9:00 am for instructions and then we will proceed to the
digging site. Rockhounds will need to be prepared to leave the site by 12:30 pm.

Fossils: We will be hunting for large sand dollars, clams and a variety of gastropod fossils. The fossils
may be found up the hill from the tomato field. This is a great trip for the whole family, so come
out and have fun.

Equipment: Digging tools, garden trowels, rock pick, pry bar, gloves, hat, eye protection, buckets, back
packs, SUN SCREEN & DRINKING WATER. Consider bringing snacks or lunch and extra
clothing. All vehicles can make this trip, the roads are good. The roads in the fields are dirt and
could be a problem if it rains. Pray for a clear day.

** Please contact me if you plan to attend this fieldtrip. Ron Wise 805-647-4393 or clintwise@hotmail.com



mailto:clintwise@hotmail.com
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Field Trips - South
Double Tourmaline Field Trip
By Shep Koss & Adam Dean

June 26 & 27 Double Tourmaline Field Trip

WHERE: The Oceanview and Himalaya Tourmaline Mines east of Escondido in the Pala Mining District
WHEN: Saturday & Sunday June 26 & 27. The Oceanview on Saturday and Himalaya on Sunday
TIME: As set by each individual mine. PLEASE check their websites.

COST: Both mines are pay sites. Cost will be determined by number of

CFMS attendees. Each mine has a limited number of spaces so reserve early. First come, first served.
WEBSITES: 1) Oceanview: www.digforgems.com for location, directions, mine info, costs and making
reservations.

2) Himalaya: www.highdesertgemsandminerals.com for location, mine info, costs, and places to stay
MATERIAL: tourmalines, quartzes, kunzites, morganites, garnets, lepidolite and aquamarine.

All mine rules MUST be obeyed. When making reservations please put (CFMS) next to your name for
tracking purposes and notify either Shep or Adam that your reservation was made. The Oceanview can
accommodate 75 spaces, the Himalaya 50 spaces. We will meet each morning at the individual mines at
the appointed times. They will handle the Waiver of Liability sign-ins. Attendees of last year's trip found
tourmaline crystals weighing over 60 grams. Please see www.cfmsinc.org and click "field trips" for pictures
and reviews of last year's tourmaline trip.

Shep Koss CFMS Field Trip-South co-chair
freudonetoo@yahoo.com land line: 661-248-0411

Adam Dean CFMS Field Trip-South co-chair
theagatehunter@verizon.net cell: 909-489-4899 ~Adam & Shep

2nd Annual Ventura Rendezvous
May 15, 2010

Saturday at 9:00 am.

You are invited to join us at the “New” VGMS facilities, at Camp Comfort near Ojai. Don Depue will be demonstrating
some of Diamond Pacific’s excellent equipment. You will be able to have a hands-on examination of equipment you might
be considering purchasing for yourself or your club. Bring your check book if you are considering a purchase. Following
are the machines he will be demonstrating:

Titan (1) Genie (3) Flat Laps for Titan or Genie w/polishing pads
Wizard 6” Trim saw 12” Flat Lap Gryphon Band Saw
Torres 3, Ring Saw Foredom Multiplex (cabbing, trim saw, carving, flat lap)

Tumblers (to show only)

In addition we will offer a chance to share some of your great field trip finds and lapidary work. There will be plenty space
for you to set up a table to display your wares for viewing and trading. Who knows, someone may want to buy something
you display. Jim Brace Thompson is considering offering some activities for the Pebble pups. If you are interested in
bringing your kids, let us know (ages, how many, and activities they are interested in) by the end of June. Possible
activities (depending on demand) are AFMS badges (mineral identification), fossils and how they are formed, earth
processes (how rocks are formed), making a cast of the state fossil and lapidary arts (learning shop safety and making
one project). With the Camp Comfort just across the road from our shop is a great place for a picnic. We will provide
coffee and hot water for tea and cocoa. To find the VGMS facilities across from Camp Comfort take the 101 freeway to
highway 33 then turn right on Creek Road, continue until you see Camp Comfort and the VGMS facilities are on the left.
Be careful with the left turn and if you get to Ojai you missed us.

If you need more information contact me at 805-647-4393 or clintwise@hotmail.com ~ Ron Wise



http://www.digforgems.com/
http://www.highdesertgemsandminerals.com/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
mailto:freudonetoo@yahoo.com
mailto:theagatehunter@verizon.net
mailto:clintwise@hotmail.com

May/June 2010 The Rock Bag Page 8

Minutes of the 28th Meeting

of the Tri-County Educational Committee
February 23, 2010

Purpose - to create a set of rocks/minerals to present to each school in Ventura County wishing to have one,
which would be useful in the classes related to earth sciences.

1. Progress on Boxes- Larry’s Report- The boxes are coming along slow. There are 27 trays assembled.
Kevin Grizard and his wife (Conejo) are building 10 sets. Printed locations are OK on the lids.

a. The next 30 boxes are coming along.

b. Rock report- The rocks are OK for quite awhile. We don’t have enough shale and conglomerate
for the next set of boxes.

2. Five boxes are ready for delivery to Simi Valley. We are awaiting communication prior to delivering
the boxes. One box is in the back of Brett’s car. Its delivery was not accepted.

a. Need to make appointments - Appointments are hard to make. It was suggested that we show

them on the club website. It was also suggested that we try to enlist better communication
between the schools on the boxes.

3. Books for Schools - The boxes of books were given to the county schools. Patty Johnson - We need
to start at a higher step. Problem one is that our delivery vehicle is too small. We need to do one district
at a time, or individual delivery. There is a district meeting at the end of the month.

a. Brett can deliver the books in Simi with the boxes.

b. Should we pick them up and deliver them ourselves? If the books can’t be distributed at the
district meeting, we can deliver them individually. Donna will call tomorrow.

4. Extra boxes. There are two maybe three boxes left.

a. Silent Auction sales - Ventura sold theirs for $25, Conejo sold theirs for $30, Oxnard sold theirs

for $40 and 3 individual trays for $10 apiece.

5. Stephanie’s Financial Report

a. Rock Boxes - $1430.26

b. Sage Monies - $475.33
c. Books for Schools - $277.27
6. Updating Information Sheets - New Pictures - Corrections----Rob is working on this. We have enough
on hand for the 35 sets of boxes in production.
7. Teacher Guide - It needs to be looked at. We need a CD in the teacher’s manual.

a. On Hand - 17 total - Need a new set printed and put together for the next boxes. We need to
check the changes before we get a reprint. Thin paper has its drawbacks. School will begin
again in 6 months.

b. It was suggested to put our teacher manual on the website. We were told that was bad idea

because we would lose control. We will put laminated sheets inside.

8. Books for Schools - 2010 Program

a. Selected and collected - Count report - We have 211 “Earth” books; 210 “Rock and Gem”
books, and 140 “Fossil” books. We are awaiting reimbursement. The total cost for the
three books is $21.48.

b. Financing - There will be no money coming from API this year. The amount needed is $4,389.
It is being planned to talk to large groups like the Elks, the Kiwanis, and the Rotary about

donations. It is important that we come up with a new Presentation Letter. It is also important
that we show potential donors the need for these books in the school libraries. These books
will replace old-outdated books.

c. Ventura Show gearing up. Donna sent out 327 newsletters.

9. Report on Supplementary Boxes

a. Ventura County Fossil Box progress - The boxes are coming along - 3 for libraries.
b. Mineral Boxes - Nothing has been done on these.
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c. The Hands- On Network was discussed. It needs to be discussed at club meetings.

Brett will check and get the information on Hubs.
10. Next Meeting - The next meeting will be April 27, 2010.
~ Lee Leighton, Acting Secretary

Did You Catch This?

Ocean Dead Zones

No joke. Not a Stephen King novel. Presently along the Pacific Coast off Oregon and Washington an oxygen-
depleted zone of water is creating massive die-offs of fish and crabs. The mass of low-oxygen water is being
driven towards shore, and the future results of this phenomenon are unknown.

These dead-zones are places where the water is affected by hypoxia, a condition where the water is oxygen
depleted. This occurs where fertilizers, sewage, and other contaminants spur algae growth. When the algae
dies, the decomposition process reduces the level of oxygen in the water. The water becomes incapable of

sustaining life.

For the last five years these zones have materialized off the coast of Oregon. In 2006, the zone equaled
Rhode Island in size and reached the coast. Thousands of dead crabs washed ashore. Fishermen noted
strange phenomenon. In 2009, for the first time, the zone appeared off Washington. To read more about
this see: http://www.rosemerena.org/home/2009/04/06/ocean-dead-zonesof- the-pacific-northwest-january-

62009/ & http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/01/090128- ocean-dead-zones.html

~ Via Rockhound Rambling 4/10
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Upcoming Shows

May 1-2 2010, Anaheim, CA June 5-6 2010, Glendora, CA

Searchers Gem and Mineral Society
Brookhurst Community Center
2271 West Crescent Ave.
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4:30
Marty Swiderski
Email: Martin.Swiderski@jacobs.com
Website: www.searchersrocks.org
May 15-16 2010, Yucaipa, CA
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Yucaipa Community Center
34900 Oak Glen Road
Hours: Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4
Bill Jochimsen (909) 790-1475
Email: bjm2285@aol.com
Website: www.yvegms.org
June 4-6 2010, Woodland Hills, CA
Rockatomics Gem and Mineral Society
Pierce College
6201 Winnetka Ave., Woodland Hills
Hours: 9 5
Gary Levitt (818) 993-3802
Email: Show@Rockatomics.org
Website: Rockatomics.org

Glendora Gems

Goddard Middle School

859 East Sierra Madre

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4
bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638
Email: Ybidwell2@aol.com

June 18-20 2010, Whittier, CA

AFMS/CFMS Show and Convention
Hosted by North Orange County Gem and
Mineral Society So.

California University of Health Sciences
Campus

16200 E. Amber Valley Rd.,

Whittier CA

Hours: 10-5 daily

Don Warthen (626) 330-8974

Email: odwarthen@yverizon.net
Website: www.nocgms.com
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