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Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society
P. O.  Box 246

Oxnard, CA 93032

Web address: www.oxnardgem.com

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society is a non-profit organization formed to increase our knowledge in geology,
mineralogy and other such related fields in the earth sciences.  We classify, cut, grind and polish rocks and
minerals for our personal collections and to display at club shows.  We learn from each other through club
speakers, programs and monthly fieldtrips.  We co-operate with other clubs to encourage others to participate
in our activity.

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the State of California Federation of Mineralogical Society
and the National Federation of Mineralogical Society.

Meeting held:     1st Wednesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. Potlucks: 6:30 P.M.
Place:     Performing Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way, Oxnard, CA (Thousand Oaks Room)

Dues:     $15.00 per adult; $2.00 per junior member (age 12 to 18 years)

OGMS Officers for 2010

President Louisa Carey big_L76@yahoo.com (503) 309-6147
1st Vice President (Programs) Brett Johnson bj9709@yahoo.com 822-3836
2nd Vice President (Show) Norb Kinsler 644-6450
3rd Vice President (Field trips) Ron Wise/Jennifer Flatten clintwise@hotmail.com 647-4393
Recording Secretary Lee Leighton ameritus@sbcglobal.net 647-4594
Treasurer Stephanie Hagiwara purplehawk@hotmail.com 986-2006

Appointed Standing Committee Chairs

Classes: Silversmithing & Casting: Nancy Bogart, Albert Rubio & Jean Smith
Lapidary, Opal & Wirewrap: Kay Hara, Dan Gealy, Brett Johnson & Don Minster
Location: Durley Park, 950 West Hill Street, Oxnard, CA 93030

The Prez Sez…

Corresponding Secretary Louisa Carey big_L76@yahoo.com (503) 309-6147
Displays/Exhibits Brett Johnson bj9709@yahoo.com 822-3836
Editor Miriam Tetreault mtetreault@roadrunner.com 642-5779
Education Director Donna Knapton dknapton@hotmail.com 647-8762
Federation Director Jim Brace-Thompson jbraceth@roadrunner.com 659-3577
Historian Open
Hospitality Carol Drescher
Librarian Abe Bar-Shai (818) 991-7735
Member at Large Kay Hara kharaftdoc@aol.com 525-7634
Membership Secretary Miriam Tetreault 642-5779
Public Relations Norb Tackman ntack@sbcglobal.net 647-2538
Parliamentarian Lee Leighton ameritus@sbcglobal.net 647-4594
Refreshments Laura Driskell driskellmom@yahoo.com 485-2983
Sergeant at Arms Larry Knapton dknapton@hotmail.com 647-8762
Ways & Means Jean Wise/Jennifer Flatten 647-4393

Editor:  All members are encouraged to offer an article of interest or any suggestions as to what their
interests are and what they’d like to see in the Rock Bag.  Remember it is your bulletin!  Articles can be
submitted by an e-mail attachment or in writing by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Thanks, Editor
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The Prez Sez…..
1. Can’t wait to see all you Pebble Pups on the first Wednesday at 6:00pm
2. Looking forward to camping
3. Starting to think about what I should do for this years round of cases (guess I should

make it to the next meeting so I can get some good pointers)
4. *please see VGMS application for the 2011 show exhibitors on last page
5. Excited to see more rocks and minerals!
6. Special thanks to Abe and Ester for the 3 books donated to the library. California

Trips, Mines of Julian, and Prospecting for Lode Gold. Check them out!

FEBRUARY PROGRAM

On Wed., February 2nd, Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society will demonstrate how to set-up a
beautiful and informative display case for the up and coming Gem & Mineral Shows.  With
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society’s Show this March 5th and 6th, Conejo Valley Gem &
Mineral Club this coming April, and the Ventura County Fair approaching quickly, we thought
this would be a good time to discuss the whos, whats, whys, and hows of Case Displays.

This will be an excellent opportunity to see what is expected, how to prepare, why it can be
rewarding, and who would benefit from you showing off your treasures.

The General Meeting will start at 7:30pm in the Thousand Oaks room of the Oxnard
Performing Arts Center on February 2nd.  After some brief announcements and guest greetings,
the presentation will start with a Question and Answer format.  Refreshments will be available
afterwards.

See you then, Brett VP-OGMS

MINUTES of the JANUARY 5, 2011

General Membership Meeting

Meeting came to order, 7:40 p.m., Louisa Carey presiding.

Pledge of Allegiance led by Jack Lewis.

Hospitality: Seventeen members attending, and four (4) guests: Amber and Arion, Cindy and Bella.

Carol presented Louisa with a bike helmet packed with bubble wrap (a reminder that safety comes first when
riding a bike, digging for rocks, working in the shop, etc!)

Scholarships: Kay Hara presented Amber MacCaulay with a scholarship and certificate from OGMS. Amber is a
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student at Oxnard Junior College, and a member of the Student Council.

Amber thanked the OGMS for the scholarship, which will go towards her continuing education.

Programs: First VP Brett Johnson introduced Jim Brace-Thompson, newly elected President of the California
Federation.  Each year, the President chooses a theme for the year's activities.  Last year, the theme was "Grow
the Federation", encouraging members to bring friends and relatives into the hobby.  This year, Jim has chosen
to embrace the theme "Year of the Child", as a way to introduce children and young people to the hobby and
continue to bring new members into the Federation.

Jim has been Chair of Youth Activities for the past few years, so this is a natural progression for him as
President.  He is inviting children and youth to participate and pursue the hobby of rock collecting and to get
interested in geology through badge programs, and fun activities at meetings.  Jim mentioned that Donna
Knapton has done a great job with the Education Committee for the OGMS and the Tri-County Education
Committee.

 He has also promised to present any youth displayers at the county fair with awards. This may cost him a
pretty penny if all the youths in the Tri-County area take him up on it!  The Ventura Gem & Mineral Show event
runs March 5th and 6th, at the VC Fairgrounds, Seaside Park.

Jim and Nancy presented a 5-minute slide show of kids at shows, schools, presentations, and rock hunting. The
idea is to have activities aimed at kids and a leader.  OGMS will kick off this activity schedule with the February
2nd meeting, at 6:00 pm.  Louisa Carey will have the pleasure of conducting the youth class, prior to the
General Meeting. Louisa spoke about the badge program, and the 45-minute classes.   There was some
discussion on what the monthly meetings could include and whether once a month is sufficient. Activities
should be planned to accommodate ages 3 or 4 to age 18.

Brett Johnson discusses the Tri-County Education Committee, comprised of Ventura, Oxnard, and Conejo Valley
Gem & Mineral Societies.  The committee donated earth science books to all grade schools and county libraries
in the area.  One set is missing an Earth Science book, and the committee is asking anyone who has an extra
one to donate it back to the committee so they can complete their delivery to the eight city libraries.

The committee is looking into DVD's based on Science Channel shows and Discovery Channel programming,
for donation to the schools in 2011.  These could be checked out by teachers for their classes in science and
geography.

Stephanie Hagiwara told us about the history of Durly Park, where our lapidary and silversmithing shop is
located.  It seems that the new Measure "O" funds may now be spent for parks and recreation, and there are
about $2M in funds waiting for appropriation.  Stephanie wondered if the members of OGMS are interested in
pursuing the city funds for the refurbishment or rebuild of our classrooms.  The City Council is anxious for
feedback from the various programs, and we have the opportunity to expand our classes with this money.

- Break for refreshments - Raffle drawing for door prizes. (Refreshments were thin, due to last month's potluck
and nobody thought to ask for volunteers.)
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Business Meeting:

Field Trips:  January 7th through 16th - Quartzsite, Tyson Wells, The Main Event.

January 28th-30th,  Shark Tooth Hill trip, $85 per day. Also, February 26th and 27th.

 February, Whale Bone event, Jalama Beach.

Jennifer Flatten announced that her Triathlon Group is raising money for blood cancer research. She is grateful
for any pledges.

Refreshments Next Month: Louisa Carey and Kay Hara.

Meeting adjourned: 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Laura Driskell

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 12, 2011
BOARD MEETING

Call to Order: President Louisa Carey called the meeting to order at 7:35pm.
Minutes:  The minutes were approved as written.
Membership: We have 36 paid members. Don’t forget to pay your 2011 dues.
Treasurer: We are solvent. Income and expenses were discussed.  A motion
                                    was passed to pay the bills.

1. A motion was passed to close the Chase Bank accounts.
2. Open a new General Ledger checking account at Santa Barbara Bank and Trust.
3. As per our By-Laws, each General Ledger check must be signed by two people.
4. Stephanie Hagiwara, Louise Carey, Norbert Kinsler, and Miriam Tetreault will be the

signatories on the General Ledger checking account.
5. Open a new (LuNeal) CFMS Scholarship savings account at Santa Barbara Bank and

Trust.
Correspondence: A motion was passed allowing Louisa P.O. Box access rights.
NewBusiness:  Exhibit forms for the Ventura show are available.
Old Business: Calls need to be made to non-attending members.
                                   We discussed M. Frye and M. Caldwell.
Officer Reports: 1st VP- The program is on cases and exhibits at the Ventura show.
                                    In March we will continue with the video program “Earth”.
                                    2nd VP- There was a brief show meeting tonight.
                                    3rd VP- See Rock Bag for field trips.
Federation: ZZYZX Mar 27-Apr 3. Apps are available. An Officer Update was

                               discussed. May 13-15 is the Federation show at Anderson.
Editor: Louisa is the temp. Editor while Miriam is gone.
Website: The new website hosting fee is $11.99 a year. The Domain Name
                                    will be discussed at the next meeting.
Education: The new teacher's addresses will be discussed with Donna.
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Classes: Brett needs a key to the lab. The door to the Ladies Room was
                                    fixed, but physical force is also needed. Our lab equipment is being
                                    used without our knowledge. Unauthorized people should not be in
                                    the lab anytime. Arrangements are being made for Lock Out/Tag
                                    Out on the equipment for safety reasons. A security system was
                                    discussed. Is the city responsible for theft or damage? Stephanie is
                                   going to talk to the city. Diane is our contact person. What is

                                    covered by insurance?  An inventory is needed. More parking is
                                    needed. A motion was passed to recommend to the general
                                    membership the purchase of 2 flat laps and an All-in-Wonder.
                                    Classes are doing well. Having more classes was discussed.
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 P.M. by Pres. Louisa Carey.

 Lee Leighton
Recording Secretary

Durly Park History

From the presentation by: Mark Turek at the City of Oxnard Parks and Recreation Commission
Agenda December 8, 2010.

W. Mark Durly Community Park’s original opening date was October 28, 1960.  it is believed
the “W” stood for Williamson.  Durly was an early Oxnard attorney.  He represented local
farmers and ranchers in Oxnard and Camarillo.

The park was adjacent to a Sewer Plant.  In 1963, the four acres comprising the Sewer Plant
land was added as a hilly area to the original seven acres of the park.  The original tanks,
covered with dirt and grass, are still there.  The city has been applying for grants for the tank
removals.

Some interesting facts:  There was a firing range somewhere on the other side of the snack bar
area.  In 1965, the YMCA ran a youth program for one year at the center building.

In 1980, Durly Park benefited from a Federal Urban Park Grant for $140,000 with $60,000 city
funding to restore the 3 buildings, add the basketball court with night lightening, created
parking, and converted an old restroom to park storage.  In 1981, a Federal Community Block
Grant for $89,000 was used for updating the irrigation system and a new backstop for Sunset
Little League.

A re-dedication ceremony was held April 7, 1984. It featured demonstrations by the Oxnard
Gem & Mineral Society, karate students, youth basketball players, and players from the Sunset
Little League.
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FIELD TRIP
February 26, 2011 - Sat. 9am
Santa Monica Mountains, CA

To be Led by Robert Sankovich and Adam Dean
CFMS Field Trips South Co-Chairs - 2011

Material to be Collected: Agoura, Kanan Road-saginite, marcasite, chalcedony Malibu,
Piuma Road-scallop fossils

Contacts:
CFMS Field Trips South Co-Chairs:
 Robert Sankovich 805-494-7734 rmsorca@adelphia.net
 Adam Dean 909-489-4899 theagatehunter@verizon.net

Field trip Location: Our field trip will be to the Santa Monica Mtns. We will be going to 3
sites Agoura/Kanan Rd. Sites 1 & 2 for agate-saginite & plume, marcacite, chalcedony.
There are several ravines, rock outcroppings. Light to moderate hike, getting harder the more
you go uphill. Light to moderate brush covers the mountain.

Malibu/Piuma Rd. Site 3 for scallop fossils, large and small. They can be found along the
base of the hill, the better specimens are up on the hill. It’s a moderate/steep hike
up the hill where you will find the scallop fossils in the rocks and on the ground. There can
be sticky stickers, I’d recommend long pants, long sleeves, gloves

Directions: Look for a CFMS sign on my white F-250 Ford Pickup 4x crew cab.
Agoura and Malibu sites are between Thousand Oaks, and the San Frenando Valley,off the
101 Freeway. Kanan Road is 3.2 miles to Las Virgenes Road/Malibu rd. Agoura/Kanan Rd
(9am-1pm). Exit Kanan Rd. Head south towards mountains/beach. Drive 1.7 miles on Kanan
Road to a large pullout on Right (North) side of the road Malibu/Piuma Rd. (1:30pm-) Exit
Las Virgenes Road head South, towards the ocean. Drive .2 miles to the intersection of
Agoura Road, keep on Las Virgenes Road/Malibu Road 4.5 miles. To Piuma Road, turn Left,
East, go 6.1 miles up a winding road to the top, along the crest, then go down on the other
side, (ocean side) Park on left side of road, in large pullout. There are many vistas view on
the drive, don’t forget to bring your camera. MAP

Meeting: Saturday Afternoon, Feb 26th, 9am. We will meet at the Kanan site. We will be
there for 4 hours at the 2 Kanan sites. At 1pm we will head to the Malibu/Piuma site.
There will be a short briefing of the sites. Please remember to sign the release form to
participate in the field trip. These are easy accesses, but moderate climbs, you might find
fragments along the base of the hills, but the best specimens are found up on the hill.

Tools: Collecting bags, buckets, day pack, digging tools, rock pick, pry bar, eye protection,
gloves, trowels, wide brimmed hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, sturdy shoes, newspaper for
wrapping fossils,. Drinking water, lunch or snacks.

mailto:rmsorca@adelphia.net
mailto:theagatehunter@verizon.net
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Federation News:
Camp Zzyzx and the Annual CFMS Show

The California Federation of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) sponsors week-long Earth Science Studies
seminars covering varied lapidary arts:  silversmithing, rock carving, cabbing, wirewrapping, and so forth.  Also
included are field trips.  One workshop, Camp Paradise, takes place in northern California in the fall.  The
second, Zzyzx, takes place in the desert of southern California and is quickly approaching:  it takes place March
27-April 3 this year.  At our February meeting, I'll have application forms for Zzyzx on the take-one table.  The
deadline to submit an application is February 27.  This is a popular seminar, so if you're interested, sign up
soon.  The $350 fee covers costs of the seminars plus rustic camp housing and meals for a full week.  It's a
bargain, and well worth it according to OGMS members who have participated in the past.  Again, look on our
take-one table at the February meeting for an application form with further details.

In other Federation news, the annual statewide CFMS Show & Convention takes place May 13-15 in Anderson.
That's up in the "far north," near Redding.  Show flyers and packets with full info about this show will be on our
take-one table at our monthly meetings in February, March, and April.  The packets have info on hotels in the
area, scheduled events, and exhibitor applications.  The statewide show offers an opportunity for either
noncompetitive or competitive exhibiting, with trophies for the winning exhibits in a wide variety of categories,
from fossils to minerals to educational cases to all the forms of lapidary arts.  As CFMS President this year, and
in accordance with my presidential CFMS theme of "The Year of the Child," I'll be offering a special prize for
the best display by a pebble pup or junior member (under age 18): a $200 cash prize, a framed certificate, and a
mineral or fossil specimen from my personal collection.  So if you have kids who might be interested in
displaying, encourage them to do so!  I'll award the prize to the display I deem to be the best, whether entered as
competitive or noncompetitive display.  In addition to the show packets on our take-one table at our next
meeting, you can get info about the show from the CFMS website:  www.cfmsinc.org.  Finally, the show
committee has prepared a map with 7 "self-guided" field trips around Anderson.  It's a long way to Anderson,
but these statewide shows are always fun and generally feature 3 or 4 times more dealers than you'll typically
see at a local club show.

Jim Brace-Thompson, Federation Director

Support Our Neighboring Clubs:
Attend & Exhibit at the Ventura & Conejo Shows!

I hope everyone has registered to enter a display into the Ventura Gem & Mineral Society Show.  It takes place
at the Ventura County Fairgrounds March 5-6.  If you haven't yet signed up to enter a display but would like to,
please call me right away, 805-659-3577.  I'll also have exhibitor application forms on the take-one table at our
February meeting.  Two special guests will attend:  Dee Holland and Shirley Leeson, both Past-Presidents of the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Dee has been heavily involved in competitive exhibiting,
overseeing the Uniform Rules and helping to run judging of exhibits during California and American Federation
shows.  Both he and Shirley are coming to the VGMS show this year to provide informal evaluations of exhibits
and pointers for improving displays.  So if you’ve ever been interested in entering a competitive exhibit at a
Federation show but haven’t yet made the plunge, this is an excellent opportunity to get expert advice and
guidance.  And even if you’re not interested in competition, the advice Dee offers will improve your displays
for our own local OGMS show.  Dee and Shirley will offer a brief question-and-answer session about exhibiting
and the rules for competitive exhibiting and will then take any interested parties out to the exhibit floor to give

www.cfmsinc.org
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pointers for how to transform a so-so case into one that wins awards.  If interested in participating, call me (659-
3577), then meet at the Hospitality Booth at the VGMS Show at 1:00 PM, Sunday, March 6.

The Conejo Gem & Mineral Club in Thousand Oaks will sponsor their annual show April 16-17 at Borchard
Park, 190 Reino Road at Borchard Road, in Newbury Park, just off the 101 after you crest the grade.  For
further details, check their web site, www.cgamc.org, or contact Rob Sankovich, (805) 494-7734,
rmsorca@adelphia.net.  Even if you're not interested in entering an exhibit in either the VGMS or CGMC
shows, we encourage all club members to attend these shows, shop among their dealers, participate in their
silent auctions and kids events, and enjoy the many interesting displays.

Jim Brace-Thompson, Federation Director

February 25-26 - NORTHRIDGE, CA
Del-Air Rockhounds
Northridge United Methodist Church
9650 Reseda Blvd.
Hours: Fri. 3 - 9;  Sat. 10 -5
Chris S. Ward
Email: chris_ward678@yahoo.com
Website: delairrockhounds.blogspot.com

March 5-6 - ARCADIA, CA
Monrovia Rockhounds, Inc.
Los Angles Co. Arboretum & Botanic
Gardens
301 Baldwin Ave.
Hours: 9 - 4:30 daily
Jo Anna Ritchey (626) 359-1624
Email: vgms_editor@roadrunner.com
Website: www.moroks.com

March 5-6 - VENTURA, CA
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Seaside Park, Ventura Co. Fairgrounds
10 W. harbor Blvd.
Hours: Sat. 10-5;  Sun. 10-4
Andy Anderson (805) 987-0043 /
lilliananderson@juno.com
Email: vgms_editor@roadrunner.com
Website: www.vgms.org

March 11-13 - VICTORVILLE, CA
Victorville Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Tailgate at Verde Antique Quarry  (Stoddard
Well)
Bell Mountain/Stoddard Well exit from I-15
Hours: 8-5 daily
Brett Ward (760) 954-4323
Email: Bretts88@verizon.net
Website: www.vvgmc.org

March 12-13 - TURLOCK, CA
Mother Lode Mineral Society
Turlock Fairgrounds

900 N. Broadway
Hours: Sat. 10-6;  Sun. 10-5
Bud & Terry McMillin  (209) 524-3494
Email: Bud.mcmillin.b7y@statefarm.com
Website: www.turlockgemshow.com

March 12-13 - SAN MARINO, CA
Pasadena Lapidary Society
San Marino Masonic Center
3130 Huntington Drive
Hours: Sat. 10-6;  Sun. 10-4
Joe & Marcia Goetz  (626) 260-7239
Email: joenmar1@verizon.net

March 19-20 - BAKERSFIELD, CA
San Joaquin Valley Lapidary Society
Kern County Shrine Club
700 south P. Street (P & Bell Terrace)
Hours: 9-5 daily
Lewis Helfrich - Home  (661) 323-2663
Cell: (661) 378-4450
Email: lewsrocks@bak.it.comt

March 26-27 - ANGELS CAMP, CA
Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society
Calaveras Co. Fairgrounds (Frog Town
USA)
Hwy 49 in Angels Camp
Hours: Sat. 9-5;  Sun. 9-4
Tak Iwata (209) 928-5579
Email: Tak2me@msn.com
Website: www.calaverasgemandmineral.org

April 8-10 - VISTA, CA
San Diego County Council
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum
2040 N. Santa Fe Avenue
Hours: 9-5 daily
Ray Pearce (769) 726-7570
Cathy Davis (858) 278-9987
Simon King (619) 991-2226
Email: raysrocks@cox.net
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